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COMMUNICATION TIPS

The first step to building language skills in two year olds is to teach them lots of nouns e.g. the name of a
person, place, or thing. (Cup, book, bed, chair, block, shoe, Mummy, Daddy etc). Once children have
knowledge of approximately fifty words, then they can begin to learn about different word types so that they
can produce two word combinations. 

Use action words everyday. Use them to describe what your child is doing. Most everyday activities involve
actions. Think about the action words you could use in the following activities:
Playing in the park: sliding down the slide, climbing up the rope, jumping across the bridge. 
Cooking: Roll the dough, squish it, cut it.
Playing in the sandpit: push the truck, scoop the sand up, dig with the shovel. 
 

To begin to develop their ability to produce two word combinations such as "Shoe off," children need to be
able to combine nouns with different word types such as action words (kick, run, eat etc), describing words
(blue, small, big etc) and position words (on, next to, under). 

Use position words everyday. Children need to learn about position words so that they can
express their message with specificity. They need to learn in, on, under, next to, in front of,
behind, between, before and after. Think about how you could teach these words during
play with the following games:
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Use describing words everyday. Talk about how things feel (soft, smooth, rough, fluffy),
taste (sour, sweet), look (blue, tall, small, big, short) and sound (noisy, loud, quiet). 
 

Repeat, model and expand:
Repeat: Repeat what your child says during play. Always repeat it in a way that is
grammatically correct. If they say "Me go" you say "I go." This allows them to continue to
learn language.
Model: Talk about what you are doing everyday. "Mummy is putting the pot on the stove."
Expand: Expand on your child's sentences. If they say "bus" you could say "that's right it is
a slow bus." Use sentences that are just a little longer than what your child uses. 
 

Hide and seek: Talk about where you're hiding (I am hiding behind the couch, in front of the
office, underneath the bed)
Daily activities: Talk about what you're doing (I am putting the dishes 'in' the sink, the pot 'on
top of' the stove)
Reading: Look at pictures and the books and talk about what is happening (The witch is 'on' the
broomstick, the frog is 'on top of' the log).

Read daily: Reading daily is such an important activity to do with your child. It fosters a love
of literature, it's a wonderful time to bond with your child and it helps to expose them to
new vocabulary. 
 


